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Summer Reading Supports Student Success
The library’s Summer Reading Program encourages all ages to read in the face of national reading declines.

for participation in the program.

“I think it’s good when the kids get incentives,” 
Pedreschi said. “Because they want 
something—a prize—they’ll read more and 
more.”

Participants under the age of 18 can earn up to 
five books—one for every 10 hours read up to 
50 hours. These rewards are important for 
young readers, too. Studies suggest that 
growing up with a home library can 
significantly impact a child’s academic and 
career success.3 

Adults who register for Summer Reading have 
the chance to earn up to three rewards for 
meeting reading milestones, including library 
swag and a Friendshop coupon. 

Though most adults don’t have to worry about 
the summer slide in their own lives, when 
children see adults reading, they’re more likely 
to mirror that behavior.4  Plus, reading provides 
a host of other benefits to all ages, including 
stress reduction, a stronger brain, increased 
vocabulary, and improved empathy.5 
 
                                                     Continued on page 2

The Clemente family—Francesca (age 10), Vincenzo (age 8), Fabrizio (age 11), and Luciano (age 6)—build a fort with foam
blocks at one of last year’s summer reading events.

1 MetroParent. January 2023. metroparent.com/education/
  school-issues/michigan-education-report-2023/
2 Scholastic. April 2023. scholastic.com/content/corp-home/
  kids-and-family-reading-report.html
3 Scientific American. 2019. scientificamerican.com/podcast/
  episode/unread-books-at-home-still-spark-literacy-habits/
4 Scholastic. 2022. scholastic.com/parents/books-and-
  reading/raise-a-reader-blog/reading-role-models.html
5 Healthline. 2019. healthline.com/health/benefits-of-
  reading-books

The library’s annual Summer Reading Program 
encourages families to keep their minds 
engaged over the summer by reading and 
completing challenges to win rewards. This 
year’s program will launch on Saturday, June 
10 with a kickoff for all ages. 

From the start of the Summer Reading 
Program through its conclusion on Friday, 
August 11, residents and students in West 
Bloomfield, Keego Harbor, Sylvan Lake, and 
Orchard Lake have the opportunity to earn 
rewards for meeting reading milestones and 
completing challenges.

The program aims to prevent the summer
slide—the loss of valuable academic skills over 
the course of summer break. At a time when 

over half of Michigan’s third graders are 
reported to struggle with reading, maintaining 
reading skills over the summer is critical.1 

Summer Reading also provides participants a 
chance to earn rewards for reading books of 
their own choosing. This is important because 
92% of kids say they’re more likely to finish 
reading a book they’ve picked out for 
themselves.2

Heyddy Pedreschi’s four children—Fabrizio, 
Francesca, Vincenzo, and Luciano 
Clemente—were all recognized by the West
Bloomfield School District and Library last 
summer for reading significant hours through 
the Summer Reading Program. Each child 
placed among the top five readers in their grade  
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This year, Summer Reading participants can 
also complete challenges on a digital bingo 
card to earn tickets. Tickets can be put toward 
drawings for different themed baskets across 
each of the four age categories: baby/toddler, 
youth, teen, and adult.

To celebrate this year’s Summer Reading 
theme, “All Together Now,” everyone is invited 
to participate in a community-wide art project.
Drop by the Main Library or Westacres Branch 
beginning June 14 to decorate a handprint 
signifying what makes you special and unique. 
Watch as the community tree grows 
throughout the summer.

The library will also host a variety of engaging 
events to bring the community “All Together 
Now” for reading activities, performances, 
presentations, and more throughout the 
summer.

In an effort to support students' academic 
success, the library is piloting a program with 

families from the West Bloomfield School District, 
sponsored by the Friends of the Library. 
Speech-language pathologists will work with 
students in PreK through 2nd grade and their 
families to build social language and literacy 
skills at the library over the summer. While this 
program will initially be limited to students 
from the district, the library hopes it can be 
expanded in future years if it proves successful.

For children learning English as another 
language, the library is also launching an 
English language conversation group for kids 
in grades K-5. Over the summer, children (with 
a parent or caregiver) can join others their age 
for an hour of English language conversation 
on Tuesdays, June 20, July 11 and 18, and 
August 1 and 8 at 3 PM. No registration is 
required.

The library will also host a variety of STEM and 
craft events for all ages throughout the 
summer.

Pedreschi and her family loved attending the

library’s summer events last year. She plans 
toenroll herself and her children in the 
Summer Reading Program again this year, and 
she encourages other families to sign up, too.

“The kids want to read more,” Pedreschi said. 
“It’s good for them because we have to wait a 
couple months before school starts again. 
Then they’ll do one more thing besides looking 
at a screen, you know?” 

The Summer Reading Program rewards are 
sponsored by the Friends of the West Bloomfield 
Library with donations from Toyology Toys and 
44 Scoops in West Bloomfield.

Point your phone camera at this 
QR code and click on the pop-up 
to access the library’s Beanstack 
website, or visit 
westbloomlib.beanstack.org.

Continued from page 1

Saturday, August 12 from 11 AM - 3 PM
Main Library Meeting Room

Drop in during this event to check out a Human Book and have a 
conversation with them about their life experiences. This event is 
hosted in cooperation with the Human Library® organization, which 
aims to challenge stigmas and stereotypes to create more inclusive 
communities. No registration is required. To volunteer as a Human 
Book or learn more, visit wblib.org/services/humanlibrary.php.

Midsummer Party 
Thursday, July 13 from 4-7 PM
Westacres Branch Grounds

We’re continuing to celebrate Summer 
Reading with a midsummer party!  Join 
us for an afternoon of fun including a
petting zoo, bounce house, lawn games,
STEM and craft stations, the Go Create 
mobile unit, and more. Recommended 
for all ages. No registration is required.
Provided in part by a grant from the 
Oakland County Parks Recreation 
Assistance Partnership Program. Event may 
be canceled if there is inclement weather. 
Please visit the library’s social media site for up-to-date information regarding 
programs, or call the youth department" to "call the Westacres Branch. 

Summer Reading Kickoff 
Saturday, June 10 from 11 AM-4 PM
Main Library Grounds

We’re kicking off summer reading at the West Bloomfield Library. Don’t 
miss a day of fun including circus skills with Cirque Amongus, Lego 
mania, an inflatable bounce house, human hamster ball races, a video
game truck, a photo booth, and more! Recommended for all 
ages. No registration is required. Event may be canceled if there is 
inclement weather. Please visit the library’s social media site for up-to-date 
information regarding programs, or call the youth department at 
(248) 232-2250.

Sign up for Summer Reading!
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Physical Collections: 4.54 / 5 stars

Digital Collections: 4.18 / 5 stars

Research & Homework Help: 4.16 / 5 stars

Events: 4.23 / 5 stars

Technology: 4.34 / 5 stars

Youth Staff & Facilities: 4.5 / 5 stars

Adult Staff & Facilities: 4.54 / 5 stars

Westacres Staff & Facilities: 4.59 / 5 stars

Community Needs Assessment Results
Over the last quarter, the library conducted a series of focus groups and a community-wide survey with help from the 
University of Michigan School of Information’s Engaged Learning Office. We spoke with 34 people across five different 
focus groups and received 547 survey responses. Here were our key findings.

33%  Lack of time or inconvenient hours
17%  Not aware of library offerings
16%  Other (interest, access, quality, etc.)
14%  Distance from library
10%  Use other libraries
  6%  Lack of transportation
  4%  Fines/fees too high

Residents suggested many possible future initiatives. Library staff will continue to review data from the focus groups 
and survey. Feedback will be incorporated in strategic initiatives. Keep an eye on our newsletter and annual reports 
to see us put the community's feedback into action!

Time is the most significant
factor preventing residents from 
using the library more often.

The library provides the 
community with spaces, as well 
as materials and tools that they
do not have access to elsewhere.

Residents are happy with the library’s quality.

60% of survey respondents say the library 
has supported them in the past by providing access to 
tools/materials/technology that they do not have access 
to elsewhere.

65% of survey respondents say the library has
supported them in the past by offering a space to study, 
work, or meet with others.

Residents value the library’s role offering 
support to learners of all ages.

95% 94% 90%of respondents feel 
that it’s important or 
very important that

the library supports 
the educational 
success of local 

students.

of respondents feel
that it’s important or 
very important that

the library promotes
children’s literacy.

of respondents feel 
that it’s important or 
very important that

the library supports 
lifelong learning for 
adults and seniors.



Staff Spotlight 

Meg Quinlan, MLIS
Youth Services Librarian, Westacres Branch
Responsibilities: Maintaining and developing parts of the youth 
collection, running youth programs, creating displays, and 
assisting patrons at the Westacres Branch Information Desk and 
Circulation Desk

Favorite Book: Vita Nostra by Marina and Sergey Dyachenko

Fun Fact: I can make balloon animals.

"My favorite part of being a librarian is being able to provide 
resources, services, and programs that help the community grow 
and learn together."

TechnologyWorkshops
Main Library Meeting Room

Residents of West Bloomfield and contract communities can register 
for a workshop by visiting the Event Calendar on the library’s website 
or calling the Adult Information Desk at (248) 232-2290. Registration 
is required. You can also call to schedule a half-hour technology 
tutoring session anytime.

eBooks 101
Wednesdays, June 14 and August 30 at 2:30 PM

iPhone Basics
Thursday, July 20 at 2:30 PM

Android Basics
Wednesday, July 26 at 2:30 PM

            DIA Behind the Seen:
              Art|Pride 
                          Thursday, June 15 at 7 PM
                                  Main Library Meeting Room

Art|Pride raises awareness of the significant contributions by LGBTQ+ 
artists and their impact on the art world. These artists are among the 
leaders of modern and contemporary art and have shattered stereo-
types and defied prejudice and discrimination on their path to success.

Gardening Series
Pollinator's Garden, Westacres Branch
Thursday, June 8 at 6 PM, Registration required.

Seed Saving for Beginners, Main Library
Tuesday, June 27 at 6 PM

Maintaining Your Garden and Keeping Pests 
Out, Main Library
Tuesday, July 11 at 6:30 PM
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Seed Library
The Westacres Branch is home to our new Seed Library! Seeds will be 
available in an outdoor structure each season from May through 
October. Patrons can take up to 3 seed packets per week. There will be 
over 45 varieties of seed, with a focus on vegetables, herbs, and fruits.

The library will also participate in Michigan Seed Libraries: One Seed, 
One State program. This year’s selection of Grand Rapids Lettuce will 
be available for pickup at the Main Library while supplies last.
There is no need to return saved seeds to the library, though patrons 
are encouraged to save seeds for their own gardens next year. This 
new service aims to promote sustainable living within the community.



Creative Writers’ Group
Every Thursday except the second Thursday from 1 - 3 PM
Main Library Meeting Room

Join other local writers for an opportunity to discuss your stories, 
receive gentle feedback, and share suggestions on how to improve 
your own writing.

June 22
A Walk in the Woods  
by Bill Bryson
Meet at the trailhead by the Main Library  

July 20
Tomorrow, and Tomorrow,
and Tomorrow 
by Gabrielle Zevin
Meet at Bloomer Park

August 17
The Midnight Library 
by Matt Haig
Meet at Marshbank Park

Books on the Trail  
Thursday evenings monthly at 6:30 PM
Join us as we explore our local trails and read some great books! 
Walk and talk about a new selection each month while getting to 
know other community members. 

Music of the Motor City with David Rodgers
Sunday, June 25 at 2 PM
Main Library Meeting Room

Join pianist David Rodgers for a trip through the 1960s sounds of
Detroit. Featuring solo piano performances of hits. Rodgers will offer
stories behind the songs, musical trivia, and a question and answer 
session. Registration is required.

Musical Treasures: 
Hidden Gems from American Composers
Sunday, July 30 at 2 PM
Main Library Meeting Room

Join Kelly and Darryl Roenicke as they shine a light on classical and 
popular works by lesser-known American composers, including works
by women composers, African American composers, and songs from 
the Great American Songbook. Registration is required.
  

Jazz Trio with Re'Monda Sheffield
Sunday, August 20 at 2 PM
Main Library Meeting Room

Join us as West Bloomfield Resident Re'Monda Sheffield entertains us 
with jazz hits. As a featured soloist, Re'Monda has traveled the country, 
winning numerous awards and garnering a loyal fan base. 
Registration is required.
  

Don’t miss out! 
Browse more summer library events.
Visit issuu.com/westbloomlib or scan the QR 
code to see our Summer Event Brochure with 
upcoming events for all ages.
  

Let’s Talk:
An English Language
Conversation Group
Thursdays from 10 AM – Noon
Main Library Computer Lab

— NOW MEETING WEEKLY! —

SUMMER
CONCERTS
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Beyond the Library Building
Use Your Library Card, Wherever You Go

Travel Collection
Did you know the library has a special collection of updated travel guides, movies, and more? 
Check out our Travel Collection at both branches.

A to Z World Travel
Discover over 200 world city travel guides with this website. Access it with your West Bloomfield 
Library card by visiting wblib.org/eLibrary and clicking on the Databases tab.

Rosetta Stone
Learning a new language? Access Rosetta Stone with your West Bloomfield Library card by 
visiting wblib.org/eLibrary and clicking on the Databases tab.

Download a Title for your Trip
No Wi-Fi? No problem! Download a book or magazine for offline use while you have a connection, 
then read it on your trip. Download our apps: cloudLibrary, hoopla, Libby, and PressReader.

Kids Komotion Concerts
Thursdays, June 22 and August 24 from 10 AM – Noon
Marshbank Park, 2805 Hiller Rd., West Bloomfield

The library is proud to partner with WB Parks for the Kids Komotion
Concert series, featuring interactive children’s entertainment and
inflatables. No registration is required.

Shows at the School 
Tuesdays, June 27; July 11, 18, and 25; 
and August 1, 8 and 15 at 10:30 AM
Gretchko Elementary School Gym, 5300 Greer Rd., West Bloomfield

Learn about the science of the circus, toys, and sound, or watch a 
performer entertain with hilarious stunts at one of our Shows at the 
School! Sponsored and organized by the library and hosted in 
partnership with the West Bloomfield School District.
No registration is required.

Leonardo’s 
Family Fun Concert
Friday, June 30
at 10:30 AM

Captain Joel’s
Magic Show
Friday, July 21
at 10:30 AM

Zeemo 
the Yo-Yo Man
Friday, August 4
at 10:30 AM

Library on the Lawn
Drake Sports Park, 6801 Drake Rd., West Bloomfield

Join the library on the lawn at Drake Sports Park! Please bring blankets 
to sit on if needed. Recommended for all ages.

Events may be canceled if there is inclement weather. Please visit the
library’s social media site for up-to-date information regarding programs, 
or call the youth department at (248) 232-2250. 

Discover Michigan! Use your library card 
to “check out” free and discounted tickets 
to destinations statewide, including local 
Metroparks, campgrounds, museums, 
and more! Visit miactivitypass.org to 
learn more.

        STOP THE SUMMER SLIDE!

New Resource:
The award-winning ABCmouse curriculum is designed to help young
children (ages 2-8+) build a strong foundation for future academic 
success. ABCmouse has more than 10,000 learning activities across
all major subject areas, including more than 2,000 STEM learning
activities. Best of all, kids love it! Access ABCmouse with your West 
Bloomfield Library card by visiting wblib.org/eLibrary and clicking 
on the Databases tab.
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Monday - Friday from 11 AM - 5 PM
The Friendshop is a gi� shop, used bookstore, and o�ce supply corner all 

rolled into one! This unique volunteer-run shop is located at the Main 
Library, just around the corner from the front desk. The Friendshop o�ers:

• Used books, most in mint condition and recently published
• DVDs, CDs, and recorded books

• Unique gi� items, including local vendors
• O�ce supplies as a service to library patrons

All Friends of the Library members receive a discount at the store. 
To learn more or become a member, visit wblib.org/friends

Shop at the Friendshop

Firekeeper’s Daugher
by Angeline Boulley
Facilitated by Jaema Berman

Thursday, July 13 at 7 PM
Friday, July 14 at 10 AM
Main Library Meeting Room

Hell of a Book
by Jason Mott
Facilitated by Diane Henderson

Thursday, August 10 at 7 PM
Friday, August 11 at 10 AM
Main Library Meeting Room

Into the Abyss: An
Extraordinary True Story
by Carol Shaben
Facilitated by Ann Finn

Thursday, June 8 at 7 PM
Friday, June 9 at 10 AM
Main Library Meeting Room

Talkin’ Broadway

Programs from Your Friends
Third Wednesdays, Every Other Month 
from 6:30 – 8:30 PM
Main Library Meeting Room
Enjoy an excerpt of a popular play or musical performed by local actors 
and singers, as well as a discussion with visiting Broadway veterans. 
Prepare for the evening by reading the script or viewing the movie—
or just come to listen! Generously organized and sponsored by the 
Friends of the West Bloomfield Library and Michigan Stage.

Wedding Band
Wednesday, July 19 

The Pirates of
Penzance
Wednesday, September 20 

Friends of the Library
Summer Book Sale

Friday, August 25 from 7-9 PM
Friends Member Preview Sale

Saturday, August 26 from 9 AM - 5 PM
Sunday, August 27 from Noon - 3 PM 

$5 Bag Day Sale
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Welcome, summer! While the New Year in 
January is often associated with resolutions, 
summer has always seemed to me like the 
time to be adventurous—to pursue that 
“someday I am going to try…” ambition. The 
library is your partner in adventure this 
summer, whether it’s engaging in some 
personal interests, taking a vacation to a 
long-anticipated destination, or learning new 
things while kicking back at home. 

For example, if you want to grow food for your 
table, we’re delighted to offer you access to 
the new Seed Library at the Westacres Branch. 
Initiated by patron request, this new service 
allows you to choose from among 45 seed 
varieties to plant in your vegetable or herb 
garden. We’ve also got great gardening 
programs from big names in the industry, such 
as Bees in the D, English Gardens, and Keep 
Growing Detroit, to help you explore more 
about the popular trend of sustainable living. 
Not all programs are featured in this issue, so 
be sure to check out our website for a full list 
of summer events.  

Have you dreamed of a trip to a faraway 
destination like New Zealand? Or would you 
rather stay closer to home and explore the 
delights of the Wisconsin Cheese Trail? The 
library makes your planning a lot easier with 
its extensive travel collection.

On August 12, step outside your comfort zone 
through open, honest conversations at the 
Human Library®. Hear about life from another 
person's perspective by checking out a Human 
Book and talking about their life experiences.

Don’t miss out on the chance to build strong 
reading habits through our Summer Reading 
Program! This year’s theme is All Together Now.
The library is your community hub for learning, 
exploration, and fun this summer.

 

DIRECTOR’S LETTER

Library Director

MAIN LIBRARY
    4600 Walnut Lake Road
    (248) 682-2120
    TDD: (248) 232-2292
    Email: wbref@wblib.org
    Text: (248) 648-3368

WESTACRES BRANCH
    7321 Commerce Road
    (248) 363-4022
    Email: wacrref@wblib.org

HOURS OF SERVICE
    Monday – Thursday: 9 AM – 9 PM 
    Friday & Saturday:     9 AM – 6 PM
    Sunday (Main)
        (School Year):         Noon – 6 PM
        (Summer):              Noon – 5 PM
    Sunday (Westacres)
        (Year round):          Noon – 5 PM 

wblib.org

The library will be closed:
Friday, June 2 – Delayed Opening at 1 PM
Tuesday, July 4
Saturday, September 2
Sunday, September 3
Monday, September 4

Board of Trustees
Carol A. Kravetz, President
Judith A. Holtz,Vice-President
Ken Macon, Treasurer
Raman Singh, Secretary
Kari Eickemeyer, Deputy Secretary/Treasurer
Michael Dorfman, Trustee

Try our NEW 

S�d Library! 
Over 45 varieties of seed 
available outside the 
Westacres Branch. 

Learn more on Page 4.


